To the Members of the California Assembly:
I am returning Assembly Bill 2954 without my signature.

While I understand the plight of school districts faced with fiscal challenges of declining
enrollment and other management issues, I cannot condone allowing them to deny
parents and students their rights to petition for the establishment of a charter school. In
essence, this bill would grant school districts the authority to punish charter petitioners
because of problems caused by their own fiscal management issues or their unwillingness
to make tough decisions, or both.

In addition, allowing school districts to require, as a condition of approval, that the
petition describe how the charter school will provide free and reduced-priced meals to
eligible pupils would simply provide districts with another pretext on which to deny a
charter. Charter schools are generally exempt from most laws and regulations governing
school districts and they should continue to be exempt from this one.

In sum, this bill runs counter to the intent of charter schools, which is to provide parents
and students with other options within the public school system and to stimulate
competition that improves the quality not only of charter schools, but of non-charter
schools as well.

For these reasons, I am unable to sign this bill.

Sincerely,

Arnold Schwarzenegger



